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Executive Summary 

Goals of the Plan 

The Noble County 2019-2024 Parks Plan has been created in order to provide direction for the Parks 

Board in accomplishing their goal of providing and aiding in the provision of recreational facilities that 

meet the needs of the residents of Noble County. To that end, our parks and recreational facilities will 

make Noble County a better place to live.  

Adoption Resolution 
Whereas, the Noble County Parks and Recreation Board is aware of the parks and recreation needs of the 

residents of Noble County; and 

 

Whereas, the Board realizes the importance of sound planning in order to meet the needs of its citizens;  

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Noble County Parks and Recreation Board, by a unanimous 

declaration, does adopt the 2019-2024 Noble County Parks and Recreation Master Plan as its official plan 

for the next five years, for the development of parks and recreational opportunities in Noble County, 

Indiana. 
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Chapter 1—Noble County Profile 

Background 

Chapter 1—Noble County Profile 

Chapter 1 includes background, history and goals of the Noble County Parks and Recreation Board and an 

overview of demographic characteristics, park inventory, cultural and manmade features and natural 

resources. 

Chapter 2—Demand Analysis 

Chapter 2 includes a compilation of stakeholder input, information methodology and the results of public 

participation. This portion is instrumental in determining the recreational needs of the community and 

establishing a cohesive vision and direction for the Noble County Parks and Recreation Board. 

Chapter 3—Action Plan 

Chapter 3 will review current needs, determine a final analysis to better assist with recommendations, 

and an action plan for the guidance of the Noble County Parks and Recreation Board. 

The combined report will provide the framework to be submitted to the Indiana Department of 

Natural Resources (IDNR) as a baseline report for the “Noble County Five-Year Master Plan”. 

Chapter 4—Supporting Information 

Chapter 4 includes miscellaneous information about the Noble County Parks Board along with 

documentation of public outreach. 

The Planning Area 

Located in Northeast Indiana, Noble County covers 412 square miles of land, and is northwest of Fort 

Wayne.  

 

The Parks Board of Noble County is responsible for all of the unincorporated areas of Noble County 

outside of the incorporated communities of Albion, Avilla, Cromwell, Kendallville, Ligonier, Rome City, and 

Wolcottville.  

The Park Board 

The Park Board was created in 2010 by Ordinance of the Noble County Council in response to a part of 

the 2007 Noble County Comprehensive Plan. The board consists of six people, two appointed by the 

Judge of the Circuit Court, two by the County Council, one by the Board of Commissioners, and one by 

the Purdue County Extension Agent.  

Current Members 

• Ray Scott, President 

• Scott Allen, PE, Vice-President 

• Doug Keenan, Secretary 

• John Metzger 

• James Haddock 

• Jeff Boyle 
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Plan Author 

Kenneth J. Hughes, AICP—Noble County Plan Director 

Social and Economic Factors 

For detailed demographics & information about Noble County, please see the Noble County Data Snapshot 

by the Purdue Center for Regional Development at: https://www.noblecountyplanning.com/plans 

Population Trends 

 
Figure 1 Population Projections from Purdue Data Snapshot 

 
Figure 2 Population Pyramid from Purdue Data Snapshot 

Noble County experiences a challenge unlike most other communities in rural Indiana where the 

concentration of people is so spread out. Over 56% of the population of Noble County lives outside any 

municipal limits and receives services from Noble County. (43.95% or about 20,900 people live within 

corporate limits of a town or city.) This demographic composition increases the importance of evaluating 

future parks and recreational areas in unincorporated areas of Noble County.  

Socio-Economic Factors 

The economic base of Noble County is manufacturing with all five of the largest employers being 

manufacturers.  

https://www.noblecountyplanning.com/plans
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Figure 3 Employment by Industry from Purdue Data Snapshot 

 
Figure 4 Largest Employers in Noble County from Purdue Data Snapshot 
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Income & Household Income 

 
Figure 5 Income Figures from Purdue Data Snapshot 

Since 2001, Noble County median household income has fallen by more than $3,000 while per capita 

income has increased by nearly $3,000. This can indicate that more households are consisting of a single-

earner instead of two-earner households.  

 
Figure 6 Income Graph from Purdue Data Snapshot 

  

Per Capita Income 

The Great Recession 
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Population Estimates by Race and Hispanic Origin in 2017 Number Pct Dist. 
Pct Dist. 
in U.S. 

American Ind. or Alaskan Native Alone 13 0.0 % 0.8 % 

Asian Alone 311 0.7 % 5.4 % 

Black Alone 183 0.4 % 12.7 % 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pac. Isl. Alone 1 0.0 % 0.2 % 

White Alone 46,033 97.1 % 73.0 % 

Two or More Race Groups 685 1.4 % 3.1 % 

Non-Hispanic or Latino 42,596 89.8 % 82.4 % 

Hispanic or Latino 4,825 10.2 % 17.6 % 

Source US Census Bureau  

Of note is the minority majority population in the City of Ligonier where over half of the Hispanic or 

Latino community resides. This segment accounts for 59.9% of the city’s population.  

Natural Features & Landscape 

Lakes 

Within Noble County lie 117 lakes. However, many of these lakes have no public access, and are 

surrounded by private owners, including lake homes and cabins. Major natural lakes in Noble County 

include: 

Baugher Lake, Engle Lake, Muncie Lake, Bear Lake, Henderson Lake, Round Lake, Big Lake, High Lake, 

Skinner Lake, Bixler Lake, Jones Lake, Smalley Lake, Chain O’Lakes, Knapp Lake, Upper Long Lake, Crooked 

Lake, Little Long Lake, Waldron Lake, Deer Lake, Lower Long Lake, Williams Lake 

Sylvan Lake is the only substantial manmade lake in the county, with the dam at Rome City creating the 

669-acre lake, 16 miles of shoreline, and has a public access site. 

See appendix for map of lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands 

Rivers & Streams 

The Elkhart River is the principal drainage outlet for Noble County. It was formed by the confluence of the 

North Branch Elkhart River and the South Branch Elkhart River at a point about 3.5 miles east of Ligonier, 

Indiana. The Elkhart River flows northwestward to its junction with the St. Joseph River in Elkhart, Indiana. 

About 10 miles of this river are in Noble County with about 36 miles downstream of the county line. At 

the county line the Elkhart River drainage area is 303 sq. miles. The other 9 streams within the St. Joseph 

River sub-basin flowing from Noble County include Little Elkhart Creek, Solomon Creek, and Turkey Creek. 

Seventy-five percent of the Noble County lies within this sub-basin. Flow characteristics of this area are 

perennial by nature, due principally to substantial areas of wetlands, natural lakes, and groundwater 

reservoirs. 

Noble County lies along the eastern continental divide and thereby fall along the upper watershed of 

several major drainage basins. The natural stream system in the upper watersheds is largely comprised of 
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channels connecting the many natural lakes. These channels are inherently shallow streams meandering 

through marsh lands.  

The Tippecanoe River drainage area (part of the Wabash River sub-basin of the Ohio River basin) is 36 sq. 

miles, makes up approximately 10% of Noble County, and is located in the southwest corner of the 

county. Like the St. Joseph River sub-basin area, flow is perennial and natural lakes are a dominant 

landscape feature. Wilmot Pond is the only major artificial lake.  

In the southeast corner of the county, Sycamore Creek, Little Cedar Creek, Black Creek, and Willow Creek 

all drain to the Maumee River sub-basin of the Great Lakes basin. Fifteen percent of the county lies in this 

sub-basin. Little Cedar Creek has headwaters in adjacent DeKalb County and after only about two miles in 

Noble County returns to DeKalb County. This stream has about 35 sq. miles of drainage area. The other 

three streams mentioned above originate in Noble County. 

Impaired Water Bodies 

According to the Indiana Department of Environmental Management’s 303(d) list, last updated in 2016, 

the following are impaired water bodies in Noble County.  

ASSESSMENT UNIT NAME CAUSE OF IMPAIRMENT 
BAUGHER LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

BIG LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

BILGER DITCH E. COLI 

BLACK CREEK E. COLI 

BLACK CREEK E. COLI 

BLACK CREEK - UNNAMED TRIBUTARY E. COLI 

BLUE RIVER IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

BLUE RIVER - UNNAMED TRIBUTARY IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

BOYD DITCH E. COLI 

CARROL CREEK E. COLI 

CARROL CREEK IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

CRANE LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

CROFT DITCH E. COLI 

DOCK LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

ELKHART RIVER E. COLI 

ELKHART RIVER E. COLI 

ELKHART RIVER, MIDDLE BRANCH DISSOLVED OXYGEN 

ELKHART RIVER, MIDDLE BRANCH E. COLI 

ELKHART RIVER, MIDDLE BRANCH IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

ELKHART RIVER, NORTH BRANCH E. COLI 

ELKHART RIVER, NORTH BRANCH - UNNAMED TRIBUTARY E. COLI 

ELKHART RIVER, SOUTH BRANCH E. COLI 

ELKHART RIVER, SOUTH BRANCH IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

ELKHART RIVER, SOUTH BRANCH E. COLI 

GORDY LAKE IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

GRETZINGER DITCH E. COLI 

GRETZINGER DITCH IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

HENDERSON LAKE PCBS (FISH TISSUE) 

HINDMAN LAKE IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

HOSLER DITCH DISSOLVED OXYGEN 

HOSLER DITCH IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

IDEN BRANCH E. COLI 

KNAPP LAKE IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

LONG LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

LOWER LONG LAKE PHOSPHORUS 



Noble County, Indiana 

 

Noble County Parks & Recreation – 2019-2024 Parks Plan 13 

 

 

 

 

MILLER LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

MUD LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

PORT MITCHELL LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

RIMMEL BRANCH E. COLI 

RIMMEL BRANCH IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

RIVIR LAKE PCBS (FISH TISSUE) 

RIVIR LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

RIVIR LAKE TOTAL MERCURY (FISH TISSUE) 

SAND LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

SOLOMON CREEK E. COLI 

SOLOMON CREEK IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

SYLVAN LAKE PCBS (FISH TISSUE) 

TIPPECANOE RIVER DISSOLVED OXYGEN 

TIPPECANOE RIVER E. COLI 

TIPPECANOE RIVER NUTRIENTS 

UPPER LONG LAKE PHOSPHORUS 

VILLAGE LAKE IMPAIRED BIOTIC COMMUNITIES 

WAHN DITCH E. COLI 

Figure 7 Impaired Waterways from IDEM (2016) 

Topography 

Noble County topography is more rolling, and consequently fluctuation in stream flow is more 

pronounced. Green Township is significantly hilly while Perry Township is relatively flat.  

Vegetation 

The natural vegetation types that are found within this region include broadleaf forests, oak savannas and 

a variety of prairie communities. In addition, another form of vegetation listed in the “Noble County USDA 

Soil Report” is trees/timber (woody vegetation). Almost half of the area is currently covered by corn or 

soybean agriculture and more than a quarter of the area is dedicated to pasture, hay and mixed crops. 

Soils 

The “USDA Soil Conservation Service Report” in cooperation of Purdue University indicates a wide range 

of soil types throughout Noble County. Close to 50 percent of the soils are Blount silt loam, Fox Sandy 

loam, Houghton muck, drained, Miami and Morley silt loam, Pewamo silty clay loam, Riddles sandy and 

Sebewa loam. Slopes can range anywhere from 0 to 25 percent depending on the area, but the average 

slope runs between 2 to 6, and 6 to 12 percent. The Noble County Parks and Recreation Department will 

want to consider soil types and building restrictions when determining future parks and recreational sites 

(“Noble County USDA Soil Report” pg. 11). 

Flood Plains 

Land use in the flood plains of unincorporated Noble County is of relatively low agricultural intensity with 

about one-fourth of floodplains in cropland. The wetlands occupy about one-third of the flood plain and 

are marshy or swamped areas. Grassland, forest land and other land account for the balance. Several 

residences and a few businesses are located in flood-prone areas throughout the county. Concentrations 

of houses in flood-prone areas occur near certain lakes. The Noble County Plan Commission and Zoning 

Administrator are responsible for the management of floodplain activity.  
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Implications 

The wide diversity of Noble County’s topography and natural lakes provides a unique opportunity to for 

incorporating the waters of Noble County into parks and recreation efforts. Both on the lakes and along 

the rivers and streams of our county, water-based recreation is and will continue to play an important 

role in the recreation enjoyed by residents and visitors. The many forests of Noble County also offer an 

opportunity for passive recreation while also conserving precious land in our community.  

Man-Made, Historical, & Cultural Features 

National Register Listings 

1. Gene Stratton Porter, Rome City 

2. Lucky Hospital Museum, Wolf Lake 

3. Kendallville Downtown Historic District 

− Iddings Gilbert Leader Anderson Block 

4. Albion Courthouse Square Historic District 

5. Stanley School (at Chain O’ Lakes State Park) 

6. Jefferson Union Church and Sweet Cemetery 

7. Stone’s Trace, Ligonier 

8. Wilmot Milling Company 

9. Ligonier Historic District 

− Ahavas Shalom Temple 

Park Inventory 

The Noble County GIS Department maintains a web map of park facilities in Noble County: 

http://ncgis.nobleco.us/Apps/NobleCoRecreation/Index.html. 

Parks Board 

The Noble County Parks Board does not currently own or maintain any parks. 

Other Agencies 

The current parks in Noble County are managed by other governmental or non-profit groups.  

The Noble County Board of Commissioners own the 4-H Park land (west of Albion) but the land is leased 

to the 4-H Corporation and all improvements are owned by the 4-H Corporation. 

Department of Natural Resources 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources (DNR) operate several facilities in Noble County including 

Chain O’ Lakes State Park and the Gene Stratton Porter Historic Site. There are also many natural habitats 

owned by DNR including the Tri-County Fish & Wildlife Area and the Mallard Roost Wetland Conservation 

Area. DNR also maintains the public access site on the public lakes in the county. 

  

http://ncgis.nobleco.us/Apps/NobleCoRecreation/Index.html
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Cities and Towns 

City of Kendallville 

• Kendallville 4-H Fairgrounds (18 Acres)  

• Kendallville Youth Center 

• Kendallville Outdoor recreational Complex (89 Acres) 

• Bixler Lake Park 

• Sunset Park 

City of Ligonier 

• Kenney Park & Recreation (4.0 Acres) 

• Pettit Park (1.6 Acres)  

• Prentiss Park (.5 Acres)  

• Triangle Park (.08 Acres)  

• Gazebo Park (1.04 Acres) 

• Strawberry Valley Cultural Trail 

Town of Albion 

• Hidden Diamonds (91.2 Acres) 

• Owen Park (1.1 Acres)  

• Valley View Park 

Town of Avilla 

• Avilla Park  

• Eley Park 

Town of Cromwell 

• Cromwell Park (8 Acres)  

• Cromwell Community Center 

Town of Rome City 

• Gaff Park (2.9 Acres)  

• Grant Park (2.3 Acres)  

• Lakeside Park Sycamore Park (1 Acre) 

• Sylvan Lake Conservancy 

Town of Wolcottville 

• Wolcottville Ball Park 

Township Parks 

• Elkhart Township – Wawaka Ball Park 

• Noble Township – Wolf Lake Park 

• Swan Township – LaOtto Park 

Merry Lea Environmental Center—Goshen College 

The Merry Lea Environmental Center of Goshen College in Noble Township covers over 1,100 acres in 

Noble Township near High and Bear Lakes and includes miles of nature trails. 
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ACRES Land Trust 

The ACRES Land Trust owns over 800 acres in Noble County with a significant portion on the West Lakes 

Chain. 

Noble Trails 

The non-profit Noble Trails Inc has built the majority of the Fishing Line Trail, a trail connecting Rome City 

and the City of Kendallville. Most of the trail is on the former Right of Way of the abandoned railroad that 

used to connect the two communities. Noble Trails is beginning to expand the Fishing Line Trail south 

from Kendallville to Avilla.  

Other Facilities 

− 4-H Park of Albion 

− Black Pine Animal Sanctuary of Albion 

− Cole Center Family YMCA of Kendallville 
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Chapter 2—Demand Analysis 

Random Citizen Input 

As part of the planning process, a survey was created and shared throughout Noble County by the Noble 

County Government Facebook and by the Noble County Parks Board. Results of the survey are included in 

the appendix. 

 

The survey was distributed solely online and received 43 responses between it opening in mid-October 

and it closing on December 5.  

 

The most prevalent information from the community survey included a desire to increase the miles of 

walking trails available and provide opportunities for canoe/kayak experiences through passive 

recreation.  

 

Opportunities that the community did not believe the parks board should support included field and 

court sports, ice skating, a splash pad, or a campground. 

Community Meeting 

On December 5, 2018 the Parks Board held a park planning meeting with the public. Attendance is 

documented in the appendix. The attendants discussed two primary needs: 1) to publicize the 

opportunities for recreation, and 2) increase the miles of trails which will connect communities. 

 

The attendance largely consisted of parks board members but the parks board also brought in discussion 

from individuals that came at the end of the meeting for the Board of Zoning Appeals which was held 

right after the Parks Meeting. The public made comments concerning: 

− Increasing the availability of trails 

− Publicizing the availability of recreational opportunities 

− Ensuring safety of the trail users 

Stakeholder Input 

In order to better understand the needs for Noble County, the plan author scheduled meetings with a 

wide variety of stakeholders to discuss the parks plan and needs. These groups included: 

− Parks Superintendents of Noble County’s Cities and Towns 

− Noble Trails, Inc. Board 

− ACRES Inc. 

− Environmental Educator for Merry Lea Environmental Center of Goshen College 

Results of the stakeholder meetings are included in the appendix.  
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Chapter 3—Action Plan 

Recommendation 

The Noble County Parks Board recommends that is continued to advocate for recreation opportunities 

throughout the county and to promote the existing excellent facilities. The Parks Board will continue to 

work with other government and citizen groups to fulfill the unmet needs of the residents of Noble 

County.  

Board Action Plan 

Following discussions, review of public participation, and review of research data, the following work plan 

was created.  

Action Timeline Description Community Partners 

1 2019-2024 
Increase the miles of trails available to 
residents 

Noble Trails 
Municipal Parks Departments 
IDNR 

2 2019-2020 
Develop water based recreational 
opportunities on the Elkhart River 

IDNR 
West Lakes Association 
Noble County Lakes Council 

3 Ongoing Publicize recreation assets 
Convent and Visitors Bureau 
GIS Department 

4 2020 
Work with health leaders to address health 
issues like obesity and diabetes 

Health Department 
Parkview Noble Hospital 

5 2020-2021 
Work with child development leaders to focus 
on programs for child enrichment 

Dekko Foundation 
Community Foundation of Noble 
County 

6 2024 Develop master plan for next 5 years Plan Commission 
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Action 1—Increase the Miles of Trails 

There is a clear need for trails in Noble County based on resident input and its ability to improve quality of 

life and place. The following action steps are part of the strategy to increase the availability of trails in 

Noble County.  

 

The trail priority map can be viewed here: https://www.noblecountyplanning.com/plans/. 

 

1a—Develop south branch of the Fishing Line Trail between Allen County and Kendallville 

This component of the action comes from the Indiana Department of Natural Resources State Trails Plan. 

Cost $400,000 per mile of trail between Allen County, through LaOtto, to Avilla 
$100,000 per mile of trail between Avilla and Kendallville using I&M 
Land/Easements 
Approximately 11 miles of trail 

Involved Parties Noble Trails 
Board of Commissioners 
Highway Department 
IDNR-OR (Next Level Trails) 

Timeline 2019-2024 

 

1b—Develop a Trail Head for the Fishing Line Trail 

As part of a complete trail system, trail heads will be needed to accommodate people’s use of the trail 

system. The trail heads should have parking, restrooms, and a place to fill water bottles. It could also be 

useful to include a quick bike repair station. 

Cost $300,000 per trail head 

Involved Parties Noble Trails 

Timeline Planning & Design—2019 
Fundraising—2019/2020 
Construction—2020  

 

1c—Install Emergency Trail Markers Along Trails 

In order to provide safety for trail users, emergency trail markers are necessary.  

Cost $200.00 per mile of trail 

Involved Parties Noble Trails 
Board of Commissioners 
County Plan Commission 

Timeline 2019 

 

  

https://www.noblecountyplanning.com/plans/
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1d—Accept Maintenance for Existing Trails 

By accepting maintenance for existing trails developed by other groups like Noble Trails, those groups will 

be able to continue to focus on their mission of adding miles of trails.  

Cost $30,000.00 per year 

Involved Parties Noble Trails 
Board of Commissioners 
Highway Department 

Timeline 2019 

 

1e—Partner with Noble Trails and Municipalities to Build Trails 

Priority Trailways: 

− Chain O’ Lakes Gateway Trail (between Albion and Chain O’ Lakes State Park) 

− Diamond Trail (between Diamond Lake and Albion) 

− Engle Lake Trail (between Ligonier and West Noble Schools along Engle Lake) 

− Other trails as identified in Parks Plan Map 

Cost $400,000 per mile of trail (where land is acquired) 

Involved Parties Noble Trails 
Board of Commissioners 
Highway Department 
IDNR 
Municipalities 

Timeline 2019-2024 
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Action 2—Develop Water Based Recreational Opportunities on the Elkhart River 

The beautiful Elkhart River can be used as a recreational asset for our residents and visitors to our 

communities. The stretch between Dukes Bridge and Cosperville can be developed for kayak and canoe 

use. This would include: 

− Obtaining easement rights to use the river beyond normal riparian rights 

− Obtain land in Cosperville for a trailhead and installing a kayak/canoe launch 

− Developing trailheads at Dukes Bridge and Cosperville 

− Cleaning the Elkhart River of obstructions & weeds 

− Installing signage for the trail 

Cost $250,000 

Involved Parties Noble County Lakes Council 
West Lakes Association 
IDNR-Fish and Wildlife 
Northeast Indiana Water Trails 

Timeline 2019-2024 
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Action 3—Publicize Recreation Assets 

With the great recreational assets that we have at our disposal already, the Parks Board will continue to 

publicize and share information about those assets.  

 

Many people in our communities just do not know about the opportunities that there are and research 

shows that people want this quality of life but when you ask people about what our communities have to 

offer, they are unaware of the assets.  

Cost Undetermined 

Involved Parties Convention and Visitors Bureau 
GIS Department 

Timeline Ongoing 
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Action 4—Address Health Issues Through Parks 

Access to recreational opportunities like parks and trails has a direct correlation to public health. The 

Parks Board will work with Parkview Noble to identify needs and gaps in Noble County’s services. The two 

will then work together to address those gaps and help make being healthy in Noble County more 

possible.  

Cost Undetermined 

Involved Parties Parkview Noble Hospital 
Noble County Health Department 

Timeline 2020 
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Action 5—Develop Programs for Child Enrichment 

As part of the Dekko Foundation’s pursuit of Economic Freedom, they place a high importance on 

childhood development. By partnering with the Dekko Foundation, the Parks Board will be able to provide 

new ways to allow children to develop. Some ideas include: 

− Interactive learning stations along trails. 

− Host events with schools on local trails to explore nature.  

Cost Undetermined 

Involved Parties Dekko Foundation 

Community Foundation of Noble County 

Timeline 2020-2021 
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Action 6—Develop Parks Master Plan 
Cost $500 

Involved Parties Plan Commission 

Timeline 2024 

 

Note that no transition plan for ADA accessibility is required because the Noble County Parks Board has 

no parks. The Noble County Board of Commissioners have adopted a transition plan. More information is 

in chapter 4.   
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Chapter 4—Supporting Information 

Parks Department 

There are no people employed by the Noble County Parks Board. 

Budget Information 

There is no allocation made for the Noble County Parks Board. 

ADA Accessibility 

Accessibility & Universal Design 

Noble County is dedicated to ensuring that any public parks/facilities are accessible to everyone. The 

county is committed to providing universal design to realize this dedication.  

Policies & Transition Plan 

The Noble County Board of Commissioners passed Resolution 2012-05 to prevent discrimination of the 

physically and mentally disabled relating to employment and access to public facilities. The Noble County 

ADA Transition Plan can be found here: http://nobleco.squarespace.com/ada-procedure. 

 

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (“ADA”), 

Noble County will not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in 

its services, programs, or activities. 

Employment: Noble County does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its hiring or employment 

practices and complies with all regulations promulgated by the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission under Title I of the ADA. 

Effective Communication: Noble County will generally, upon request, provide appropriate aids and 

services leading to effective communication for qualified persons with disabilities so they can participate 

equally in Noble County’s programs, services, and activities, including qualified sign language interpreters, 

documents in Braille, and other ways of making information and communications accessible to people 

who have speech, hearing, or vision impairments. 

Modifications to Policies and Procedures: Noble County will make all reasonable modifications to policies 

and programs to ensure that people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to enjoy all of its 

programs, services and activities. For example, individuals with service animals are welcome in Noble 

County offices, even where pets are generally prohibited. 

 

Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies 

or procedures to participate in a program, service, or activity of Noble County, should contact the of ADA 

Coordinator Zachary Smith at 260-636-2124, fax 260-636-2542 or e-mail to zsmith@nobleco.us as soon 

as possible but no later than 48 hours before the scheduled event. 

 

The ADA does not require Noble County to take any action that would fundamentally alter the nature of 

its programs or services or impose an undue financial or administrative burden. 

http://nobleco.squarespace.com/ada-procedure
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Complaints that a program, service, or activity of Noble County is not accessible to persons with 

disabilities should be directed to ADA Coordinator Zachary Smith at 260-636-2124, fax 260- 636-2542 or 

e-mailed to zsmith@nobleco.us. 

 

Noble County will not place a surcharge on a particular individual with a disability or any group of 

individuals with disabilities to cover the cost of providing auxiliary aids/services or reasonable 

modifications of policy, such as retrieving items from locations that are open to the public but are not 

accessible to persons who use wheelchairs. 
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ASSURANCE OF ACCESSIBILITY COMPLIANCE WITH: 

ARCHITECTURAL BARRIERS ACT of 1968 (As Amended); 

SECTION 504 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973 (As Amended); 

AND TITLE II OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990 (As Amended) 

 

The Noble County Parks Board has read the guidelines for compliance with the Architectural Barriers Act 

of 1968 (As Amended); Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (As Amended); and Title II of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (As Amended) and will comply with the applicable requirements of 

these Acts. 
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Public Participation Overview 

Methodology 

The Parks Board used both social media and traditional print media to promote and share information 

about the planning process. Citizens and interested parties were invited to complete the parks survey and 

attend the first open house meeting by both means. Additionally, the local newspaper, The News-Sun, has 

published articles about the progress made on the plan. Those articles are enclosed as an appendix 

together with the examples of the advertisements used to promote the stakeholder input.  

Survey 

The survey used for the plan was mostly based off of the survey that was utilized for the previous parks 

plan. Some elements were revised, and some removed in order to ensure that the survey was accessible 

to the public and not cumbersome to complete. The complete survey as it appeared online is available in 

the appendix.  

Results 

The results can be viewed in the appendix to this document. 

Public Meeting 

A public meeting was held on December 5, 2018. The sign-in sheet from that meeting is available as an 

appendix. There were five members of the public present excluding all park board members and the plan 

author.  
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Appendices 

Appendix A – Parks Survey 
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Appendix B – Survey Results
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Appendix E – Newspaper Articles 
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Appendix G – Public Meeting Press Release 
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Appendix H – Presentation  
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