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AN ORDINANCE TO FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND 
ENFORCEMENT OF ANIMAL WELFARE STANDARDS 

 
 
WHEREAS, the County Commissioners for Noble County, Indiana have determined that to ensure the 
continued health and safety of the general public, a set of rules are required for prescribing the 
minimum necessary standards for animal welfare that protect animals and the public; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County Commissioners for Noble County, Indiana have received concerns from citizens 
about the current standards for animal welfare and desire for better options for enforcement of 
minimally accepted standards of care; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County Commissioners for Noble County, Indiana have determined it being necessary for 
the welfare of the community to establish animal welfare standards; 
 
BE IT THEREFORE ORDAINED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR NOBLE COUNTY, INDIANA 
 
Article 1. Definitions. 
The following are the adopted definitions for the purposes of this chapter: 
 
1.01 Animals: Any living, creature, including fowl, mammals, and reptiles, except human beings. 

1.02 Domestic Animal: Tame animals associated with family life accustomed to life in or near the 

habitation of persons, including horses. 

1.03 Exotic Animal: A living animal not native to the State of Indiana, Michigan, or Ohio except the 

following animals: 

- Domestic animals like dogs, cats, ferrets, birds under ten (10) pounds in weight, sugar gliders, 

fish under two (2) pounds in weight, non-poisonous or non-venomous turtles, hamsters, gerbils, 

guinea pigs, spiders which are not known to cause fatalities in humans, and snakes under eight 

(8) feet in length which are not venomous.  
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- Commonly kept livestock like: chickens, ducks, geese, cattle, bison, pigs, equines, llamas, goats, 

alpacas, sheep, turkey, rabbits, mules, and donkeys. 

- Captive members of the cervidae family. 

 

The term specifically includes animals listed in 312 IAC 9-3-18.5, 312 IAC 9-11-7, 312 IAC 9-11-8 

as adopted on the day this ordinance is passed.  

It also includes the following: 

- Bears 

- Wild Felids (non-domesticated cats) 

- Venomous reptiles 

- Elephants 

- Marine mammals 

- Hyenas 

- Edentates (anteaters, sloths, or armadillos) 

- Viverrids (mongooses, civets, or genets) 

- Wild wolves 

- Marsupials (kangaroos or opossum) 

- Hippopotamus 

- Rhinoceros 

- Giraffes 

- Camels 

- Zebras 

- Non-human primates (monkeys or apes) 

- Crocodilians (alligators or crocodiles) 

- Hybrids of wild canines and/or wild felids.  

1.04 Owner: Any person, partnership, or corporation owning, keeping, or otherwise harboring 

animals. 
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1.05 Animal Control Officer(s): The Sheriff of Noble County, including all sworn deputies, sworn law 

enforcement officials, and the Zoning Administrator of Noble County and those duly appointed 

by the Zoning Administrator of Noble County.  

1.06 Complaint: A written and signed statement that alleges a complaint of this chapter. 

1.07 Community Cat: A cat that has been fixed, vaccinated, and eartipped then released back into the 

area from which it was captured. The cats are distinct from domesticated cats, because 

Community Cats are an unknown stray and feral (unsocialized) cats who live outdoors in an area 

without a particular home or owner. 

1.08 Dangerous Animal: Any animal which presents a substantial threat of bodily harm to any person 

or domestic animal in its vicinity or if it were to escape its primary enclosure or escape from the 

control of its owner or custodian of care. Past acts of aggressive behavior shall justify the 

determination that an animal is dangerous. When making a determination for a dog, the dog’s 

breed shall not be considered. 

1.09 Adequate Care: The provision of and access to sufficient food, water, shelter, sanitary conditions 

and veterinary medical attention in order to maintain an animal in a “state of good health.” Said 

access to food and water does not have to be continuous but rather be so as to maintain the 

animal in a “state of good health.” 

1.10 Neglect: To fail to sufficiently and properly provide adequate care for an animal to the extent 

that the animal’s state of good health is jeopardized. 

1.11 Shelter: Adequate protection from the elements and weather conditions suitable for the age, 

species, and physical condition of the animal so as to maintain the animal in a state of good 

health. 

1.12 Shelter, Horse: The minimum shelter necessary to protect a horse shall include a structure or 

natural features such as trees or topography that provides relief from the elements.  

1.13 Shelter, Dog: The minimum shelter necessary to protect a dog shall include: 

1) The residence of a dog’s owner 

2) A doghouse that is an enclosed structure with a roof of appropriate dimensions for the breed 

and size of the dog and that the doghouse does not have exposure to extreme temperatures. 
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The doghouse shall have dry bedding when the outdoor temperature is or is predicted to 

drop below fifty degrees Fahrenheit within the following twenty-four (24) hours. 

3) A structure, including a garage, barn, or shed that is sufficiently insulated and ventilated to 

protect a dog from exposure to extreme temperatures. 

1.14 State of Good Health: Freedom from preventable disease and illness and in a condition of proper 

body weight and temperature for the age and species of the animal, unless the animal is 

undergoing appropriate treatment.  

1.15 At Large: Any animal that is not under restraint.  

1.16 Under Restraint: When an animal is under the reasonable control of a competent person by use of 

a leash, appropriate training, or other method demonstrable to sufficiently restrain an animal when 

the animal is off the owner’s premises. 

1.17 Partner Agencies: Agencies who are delegated certain responsibilities for the provisions of this 

ordinance by a license issuer.  

1.18 License Issuer: The Sheriff of Noble County or the Zoning Administrator of Noble County. 

Article 2. Enforcement Officials. 

1.19 The enforcement officials for this ordinance are animal control officers. 

1.20 Appeals from this ordinance may be filed in a Court of Noble County with jurisdiction over 

ordinance violations.  

1.21 Prosecution of this ordinance shall be by the Prosecuting Attorney for Noble County or an attorney 

appointed by the Board of Commissioners. Actions for enforcement shall be brought in the name of 

Noble County. 

Article 3. Livestock Exempt. 

1.22 Persons engaging in livestock farming are only subject to provisions of this ordinance for domestic 

animals except those in article 4 and 6 which shall apply to all animals under their ownership or 

guardianship. 

Article 4. Restraint of Animals. 

1.23 The owner of any animal shall keep such an animal under restraint at all times the animal is off the 

property of its owner. A domestic animal engaged in lawful hunting accompanied by the owner or 

keeper on forested or agricultural land is exempted.  
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1.24 Upon determination by an animal control officer that an animal is being permitted to run at large, 

said animal control officer may issue a violation citation.  

1.25 Violation citations may only be issued for livestock if the owner of the livestock has allowed the 

method of enclosure to become neglected on that property. In determining if an enclosure has 

been neglected and allowed livestock to run at large, an animal control officer shall consider 

previous instances of loose livestock by the owner of the livestock that occurred on that property. 

1.26 If witnessed by an animal control officer that an animal is being permitted to run at large and no 

animal owner or custodian can be located to confine the animal, the animal control officer may 

impound the animal to bring the animal under restraint. 

Article 5. Impounded Animals. 

1.27 A local animal shelter shall receive impounded animals and maintain impounded animals for seven 

(7) days, so long as space allows and the animal is healthy. If the animal has suffered an injury so 

serious that it cannot recover or is suffering from a serious disease, the animal shelter may have to 

terminate the life of the animal in a humane manner. If the animal is not claimed within the seven 

(7) day time period, the animal shelter may either place the animal up for adoption or terminate 

the life of the animal in a humane manner.  

1.28 Any owner claiming an impounded animal will be charged and must pay an animal claim fee and 

maintenance fee for the care of the impounded animal while in the care of the animal shelter. 

Article 6. Neglect. 

1.29 An animal control officer has the authority to impound an animal for ordinance violations of 

neglect.  

1.30 An owner or custodian of an animal shall not do any of the following: 

- Fail to provide an animal with adequate care. 

- Abandon an animal or cause an animal to be abandoned, in any place, without making provisions 

for the animal’s adequate care. 

- Tether a dog and leave it unattended with a tether that is not at least eight (8) feet in length. 

- Tether a dog and leave it unattended for a period longer than sixteen (16) hours in any day. 

- Fail to provide an animal with shelter that is adequate for the species. 

Article 7. Surrender. 
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1.31 If after an animal is impounded the owner of the animal refuses to re-claim their animal, the owner 

must appear in the animal shelter, sign release for the animal, and pay any and all accrued 

maintenance fees. Any owner who does not come into the shelter to surrender their animal after 

seven (7) days shall be considered to have surrendered the animal. The owner will still be required 

to pay all maintenance fees for the seven (7) days. If not paid in within thirty (30) days of billing, the 

owner shall incur a fine as prescribed. 

Article 8. Dangerous Animals. 

1.32 An animal may be declared dangerous provided the animal exhibits behavior or performs acts 

considered as those pertaining to dangerous animals, as defined. An enforcement official upon 

determination that an animal may be dangerous may refer the possible dangerous animal to the 

court which has jurisdiction over ordinance violations and the owner shall receive a summons to 

appear. If the owner does not appear or the court rules that the animal is dangerous, it may be 

declared dangerous and said declaration shall be written and provided to the owner. 

1.33 An enforcement official may impound an animal that it has determined that it may be dangerous. 

Said impoundment shall be until the court makes a determination about the animal’s disposition.  

1.34 Some or all of the following conditions may be imposed on an owner of an animal declared to be a 

dangerous animal: 

- Indoors, when not alone, the animal be under the control of a competent adult of eighteen (18) 

year or older. 

- When outdoors and unattended, the animal be kept within a locked physically fenced area from 

which it cannot escape. 

- When outdoors and attended, either be: 

o Kept on a leash no longer than six (6) feet in length and under the control of a competent 

adult of eighteen (18) year or older, or 

o Muzzled, provided such a muzzle does not cause injury to the dog or interfere with 

respiration and vision. Said muzzle cannot be made of metal. 

- Placement of a “Beware of Dangerous Animal” or “Beware of Dog” signs on the property. 

- Refer the animal to a trainer for behavior training. 
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Determinations and conditions shall also be shared with enforcement officials and animal shelters in 

Noble County who requests such information. 

1.35 A dangerous animal may be impounded for up to seven (7) days if the owner is found to be in 

violation of a condition previously imposed on the dangerous animal. The owner is responsible for 

a claim fee and any maintenance fees when claiming the animal. If the animal is not claimed within 

ten (10) days of impoundment, the animal may be considered abandoned. 

1.36 If a dangerous animal is involved in a second or subsequent documented incident which would 

qualify it as dangerous, a court with jurisdiction over ordinance violations may order the property 

owner to terminate the life of the dangerous animal. Said termination shall occur within seven (7) 

days of the order. If the termination does not take place as ordered, an animal control officer may 

impound the animal for the termination the life of the dangerous animal. 

1.37 An animal may not be declared dangerous if: 

- The animal was protecting or defending a person within the immediate vicinity of an animal that 

attempts to attack or assault said person. 

- At the time the recipient of the attack was committing a crime upon the property of the owner 

or custodian of the animal. 

- At the time of the attack, the recipient was teasing, tormenting, or abusing the animal on its own 

property. 

Article 9. Disturbance of the Peace. 

1.38 No owner of any domestic animal shall permit such animal to disturb the peace or quiet of the 

neighborhood by barking or making other loud or disturbing noise on a continuous basis as 

observed by an animal control officer.  

Article 10. Dogs Permitted, Number of. 

1.39 No person shall keep more than eight (8) dogs over the age of six (6) months on the property of 

their residence except if in compliance with all applicable laws, including the Zoning Ordinance 

which applies together with any ordinance concerning the operation of kennels.  

Article 11. Exotic Animals Permitted, License Required. 

1.40 No person shall keep an exotic animal on their property unless done so in accordance with all state 

and federal laws and regulations in addition to any requirements in this section.  
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1.41 No person shall keep any non-human primate, hybrid of a wild canine, hybrid of a wild felid except 

with a license from the United States Department of Agriculture as required under federal law for 

exhibitors. 

1.42 Persons with an exotic animal on their property for any amount of time shall obtain a license for 

the presence of the exotic animal from the license issuer. The fee for the license shall be that as 

prescribed. Said license is valid for the duration of the calendar year.  

1.43 Changes to any information provided on the application for a license issued under this section shall 

be provided to the license issuer.  

1.44 The license issuer shall provide information from the application for a license issued under this 

section to Noble County Dispatch.  

1.45 Licenses for the following calendar year may be obtained between December 1 and December 31.  

1.46 No person shall allow the sale of any exotic animals on their property except by those who have a 

license issued by USDA and or the State of Indiana. 

1.47 Persons who sell exotic animals shall maintain proof of any required license on their person while 

engaged in sales in Noble County. 

Article 12. Community Cats. 

1.48 An animal shelter based in Noble County may create a Community Cat program by which it traps, 

neuters, vaccinates, and returns feral cats as community cats. A license for operating a “community 

cat program” is required and may be issued to an animal shelter in Noble County which 

demonstrates an ability and feasible plan to operate a community cat program.  

1.49 Feral cats captured and altered under this article and in accordance with the community cat 

program policies is exempt from a required holding period and may be returned to its original 

community or another suitable place when healthy. 

1.50 The animal shelter with a license shall maintain records for all cats that are made community cats 

under this license.  

1.51 The license issuer may determine the duration of the license’s validity so long as it is between six 

(6) months and five (5) years in duration.  

Article 13. Fees, Fines, and Penalties. 
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1.52 The animal claim fee shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00), seventy-five dollars ($75.00) if the intake 

occurs after hours, and fifty dollars ($50.00) if the intake occurs during business hours but requires 

travel by the animal shelter. This fee is to be paid to the animal shelter where an animal was 

impounded. 

1.53 The maintenance fee for the care of an impounded animal shall be ten dollars ($10.00) for each 

calendar day that an animal is impounded at the animal shelter after the day the animal became 

impounded. This fee is to be paid to the animal shelter where an animal was impounded.  

1.54 A license for an exotic animal shall be one-hundred dollars ($100.00) per owner per year.  

1.55 A license for a community cat program shall be zero dollars ($0.00). 

1.56 Any person who is found to violate articles 4 or 9 may on first offense be issued a fine not to 

exceed fifty dollars ($50.00), and second offense a fine not to exceed one-hundred dollars 

($100.00) and for the third and subsequent offenses a fine not to exceed two-hundred fifty dollars 

($250.00). Second offenses are those which occur within three-hundred sixty-five (365) days of the 

first offense. Third offenses and subsequent offenses are those which occur within three-hundred 

sixty-five (365) days of the previous offense. 

1.57 Any person who is found to violate article 6, 8, 10, or 11 may on each offense, for each animal, be 

issued a fine not to exceed five-hundred dollars ($500.00) for each violation. Each day is considered 

a separate violation. 

1.58 Unless otherwise noted, all fees and fines collected shall be collected by the Auditor and deposited 

into a nonreverting account for the purpose of enforcement of this ordinance, the procurement of 

equipment to enforce this ordinance, and other uses deemed appropriate by the Noble County 

Board of Commissioners in accordance with state law. 

1.59 Appeals from any fine issued may be appealed to a Court of Noble County with jurisdiction over 

ordinance violations. Appeals must be received in writing within seven (7) days after the citation is 

issued. 

Article 14. Severability. 

Should any sections, paragraph, sentence, clause, or any other provision of this ordinance be declared 

by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall not be 
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affected, if and only if, such remaining provisions can, with the invalid provision(s), be given the effect 

intended in adopting this ordinance. To this end, the provisions of this ordinance are severable.  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED THAT Ordinance 2007-05 be repealed.  
 
Effective Date. 
 
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect on    . 
 
Passed by the County Commissioners of Noble County, Indiana on the    . 
 
   
      Board of Commissioners  

Noble County, Indiana 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Gary Leatherman 
 
_________________________________ 

                      David Dolezal 
        
                     _________________________________ 
      Anita Hess       
 
 
   
Attest: ____________________________  
    Tonya Jones, Auditor 


